Wisconsin River Chapter (WRC) NAVHDA
Executive Council

Meeting Minutes

December 5, 2007
A meeting of the Executive Council (EC) for the WRC of NAVHDA was held on December 5, 2007 at Monte’s Bar & Grill, Verona.   Sean Timmens, 2007 President, called the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 p.m.
Attendees:  Sean Timmens, President; Chuck Vierthaler, Vice President; Paul Juckem, Secretary; Linda Bennett, Treasurer; Laurie Vierthaler, Director of Publications; Donna Cochenet, assistant director of training.
Old Business: 
None
New Business:

Annual Meeting:  Discussed the difficulty of running a meeting and fun hunt in 1 day.  It was suggested that a dinner will be held after the annual meeting to promote membership interaction.  This format also affords flexibility to continue the meeting into the dinner if business remains.  A fun hunt will be held later in the year.  Chuck motioned to hold a dinner following the annual meeting; Paul Juckem seconded.  Voice vote was unanimously in favor.  The annual meeting will be held Saturday January 19th at 3PM, with dinner to follow at 6PM.  Donna Cochenet will contact Rookies about availability of the lower-level dining room.
Handlers’ Clinic:  Sean will contact North Central to see if they plan to hold a Handlers’ Clinic this year.

Pro-Trainer Clinic:  Discussed possible trainers and timing.  A Rick Smith clinic would likely have to wait until 2009.  Sean will contact Bob West about a possible clinic, particularly to include duck searches.  

Winter Obedience Classes:  Diane Calandra has stated that she will not lead obedience classes this year.  A few names were mentioned as possible replacements.  This will continue to be looked into and likely brought up for ideas at the annual meeting.

Directors:  Diane informed Sean that she doesn’t wish to be Test Director.  Several members were mentioned as possible replacements.  Sean and others will contact them to discuss their interest.
WRC delegate to the annual meeting:   Paul Juckem nominated Sean Timmens due to his position as President of WRC and because he’s never been a WRC delegate. No other attendees expressed interest, or offered alternative nominees. Linda motioned to vote on selecting Sean as the Delegate; Chuck Vierthaler seconded. Voice vote was unanimously in favor. 
Test Dates:  As discussed at the August Membership Meeting, it was decided that an August test date for the fall test will be suggested at the Annual Membership Meeting. A one-day summer Natural Ability only test was suggested.  Tentative dates are as follows:  Spring: May 17 & 18;   Summer NA-only: June 28;   Fall: August 23 & 24.
Test Fees:  We’ve had several tests in the past few years either lose money, or make minor profits.  Fees were discussed, and Linda Bennett moved to increase the NA fee from $90 to $100, keeping the UPT and UT fees at $125 and $135 respectively.  Laurie Vierthaler seconded the motion.  Voice vote was unanimously in favor.

Training days:  Tentative test dates to suggest at the annual meeting were agreed upon as follows:  (1) Saturday, March 29;  (2) Sunday, April 20;  (3) Saturday, May 10;  (4) Saturday, June 14; (5) Sunday, July 20th;  (6) Saturday, August 9.
Fall Banquet and Fun Hunt:  The idea of a Banquet, as a fund raiser and to increase interaction among chapter members, was brought up by members last year.  It was suggested that we consider having a banquet some time after the fall test, and move the Fun Hunt to coincide with this banquet.  The working idea is to have the banquet on a Saturday night in September, followed by a Fun Hunt and other activities (puppy duck search, timed multiple retrieves) at the Mazomanie grounds the following Sunday. 
Volunteer of the Year Award:  The Volunteer of the Year will be selected following the protocol published in the minutes from last year (12/14/06), which read:  “The award is designed to be given to an outstanding volunteer from the general membership.  Current members of the EC are not eligible.  Only current members of the EC can nominate and vote.  Each EC member nominates two club members.  A nomination constitutes a vote for that individual.  A simple majority of nominations/votes determines the recipient.  In the case of a tie, the current President would choose among the tied nominees.”
Paul Juckem agreed to contact all WRC-EC members via email to solicit nominees by December 14th.
Motion to adjourn by Paul Juckem, seconded by Linda Bennett, unanimous agreement.  Meeting adjourned at roughly 8:30 p.m.
Paul Juckem

Secretary 
