Minutes of Wisconsin River Chapter – NAVHDA Annual Membership Meeting

January 18, 2009

The annual meeting of the Wisconsin River Chapter – NAVHDA was held on January 18, 2009 at The Oasis Game Farm, New Glarus, WI.  Sean Timmens, President, called the meeting to order at approximately 9:15 AM.
Old Business:

President’s 2008 Year-End Report:  Thanks were expressed to all who’ve participated and helped the chapter run smoothly. Training days were well attended. Minimal interest in attending clinics and seminars led to the cancellation of the scheduled pro-trainer clinic. 
Secretary’s 2008 Year-End Report:  A summary of the chapter’s events for the past year was given. Minutes from last year’s annual meeting were reviewed. Motion to accept secretary’s report was made by Linda Bennett, seconded by Brian White; motion carried.

Treasurer’s 2008 Year-End Report:  Report given. Instead of bringing in revenue for the chapter, the gun raffle was a loss. The ending balance for the year was $12,000.
An inventory of the equipment in the trailer was post-poned until spring when the snow cover is gone. Motion to accept the treasurer’s report was made by Jim Moe, seconded by Paul Juckem; motion carried.

Directors’ 2008 Year-End Reports:  Reports on the highlights of the past year were given by the Directors of Promotions, Training, Testing and Test Secretary.

Volunteer of the Year:  Sean Timmens presented the Volunteer of the Year award to Morrie Link.

Introduction of 2009 Officers and Directors:  

President:  Sean Timmens




Vice President:  Brian White (elected)

Treasurer:  Laurie Vierthaler (appointed to remaining term)
Secretary:  Donna Cochenet (elected)

Director of Promotions:  Linda Bennett



Director of Training:  Sean Timmens

Director of Testing:  Gary Jensen



Test Secretary:  John Calandra
New Business:

Membership Dues and Mazomanie Grounds Fee:
Membership dues will remain the same: $20 individual + $5 spouse or family member. However, the collar fees for the use of the Mazo grounds were changed. A $10 collar fee will be added to each individual membership to cover all dogs owned by the member. The Executive Council will monitor attendance on training days. The total fees for an individual membership and collar fees for 2009 will be $30. Motion to accept new fee structure was made by Paul Juckem, seconded by Chuck Vierthaler; motion carried.
2009 Calendar of Chapter Events:
The president, Sean Timmens, led a discussion of the planned chapter events for 2009. Focus will be placed on basic training of handlers by utilizing the expertise of the senior members in the chapter. No additional training clinics or seminars (i.e. Pro-Trainer, Winter Obedience, Handlers Clinic, Shooting Clinic) were scheduled in anticipation of the continued economic slump.
Training days were set for: 

Saturday, March 28

Sunday, April 19

Saturday, May 9

Saturday, June 20

Saturday, July 18

Sunday, August 16





Test dates were set for:

May 16 & 17 
NA, UPT, UT 
double tests both days

Location: Mazo grounds
June 27

NA only

single test


Location: TBD

September 5
NA, UPT, UT
double test Saturday only
Location: TBD

A motion to accept the calendar of dates was made by Laurie Vierthaler, seconded by Paul Grover; motion passed.
Training Grounds and Test Sites:

Discussions pertaining to the upkeep and improvement to the Mazo grounds were entertained. Mazo Grounds Association’s next meeting is Wednesday, January 21 7:00 PM at Shelton’s in Cross Plains. All interested members were invited to attend. Alternate locations for test sites were proposed.

Fund Raisers and Promotions:

Suggestions for raffle items included gun, gift certificate, weekend at hunting lodge, “get away” weekend at resort.  It was decided that the success of a raffle may be contingent upon the ability to appeal to a wider audience (hunters vs. non-hunters). The EC was asked to investigate the feasibility of promoting raffles to other chapters and on WRC’s and International’s websites.
WRC’s interest in supporting “special hunts” was discussed. In the past, the chapter has sponsored a hunt for terminally ill children. Suggestions for special hunts included a “learn to hunt” format with children who have recently completed a Hunter’s Safety course. The hunts would need to take place at a hunt club for liability insurance coverage.  The President was asked to check if any previously donated funds remain that may have been earmarked for “special hunts”.
Pheasants Forever – National Pheasant Fest
Pheasants Forever will be holding their National Pheasant Fest in Madison on February 6-8, 2009. International NAVHDA will have a booth and has asked Sean Timmens to be chairperson for the event. WRC and North Central chapters will staff the booth. Volunteers willing to participate were asked to sign up with Sean.

2009 Annual Meeting – Portland OR – January 23-25, 2009

The EC nominated Donna Cochenet to attend the International Annual Meeting as WRC’s delegate. The chapter will cover the costs for lodging and travel. A cash gift to the hosting chapter was decided upon in lieu of a gift basket to auction. A motion to approve sending a monetary gift to the hosting chapter was made by Laurie Vierthaler, seconded by Chuck Vierthaler; motion passed.

The three motions to be brought before the Executive Council at the Annual Meeting were discussed.
1. Kettle Moraine proposed a VC breeder’s award.  WRC is in favor of the motion.

2. Michigan Chapter proposed a certificate for blood tracking (separate from other tests). WRC opposes.

3. Potomac Chapter proposes a standardized walking at heel course. WRC opposes.

Minnesota will host the annual meeting next year. Jerry Schenck asked for a vote to see if the chapter would be interested in hosting the annual meeting the next time it returns to the Midwest. The vote was unanimous in favor of putting in a bid to host the annual meeting.
A motion to adjourn was made by Chuck Vierthaler, seconded by Jerry Schenck; motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at approximately 12:15 PM

Minutes respectfully submitted by Donna Cochenet
