
 

Meeting Minutes 
WRC NAVHDA Executive Committee 

January 3, 2017 
 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30pm 
 
Announcements 
It was announced that a member of the executive committee (EC) was contacted by the DNR                
regarding the use of herbicides in dog water ponds. The DNR strongly discourages the use of                
herbicides by any individual or group not affiliated with the DNR - as unsanctioned use of                
herbicides on public land is illegal. The DNR offered their assistance if the chapter would like to                 
engage in weed control activities. The EC discussed this matter and it was decided that there is                 
strong interest in engaging in weed control activities to improve the quality of the dog water                
areas in which training occurs. The EC will contact the appropriate water resource specialist to               
coordinate. 
 
General Season Recap 
A number of items were discussed in regard to the past training season, ideas for the upcoming                 
training season, tasks in need of completion, and items the chapter should acquire. The items               
that were discussed were: 
 

● Dog silhouette signs could be painted blaze orange to increase visibility to approaching             
cars. 

● Create a meal reimbursement policy for certain persons during test days. 

● Dates for upcoming indoor training days, chapter meetings, and the first few outdoor             
training days were reviewed.  

● Upcoming ideas for the early 2017 indoor training days were discussed. The idea of              
setting up stations was introduced. The group liked this idea, but recognized that it would               
depend on the number of new owners that showed up, as well as what the interests &                 
needs of everyone else would be. The group adopted a “wait and see, adapt to the                
needs at hand” stance. 

● Equipment needs that were brought up included rubber bands, 12ga popper loads, mesh             
duck bags, duck hobbles, a canopy for test days, more bird launchers. 

● P. Fisk would create an estimated budget for supplies needed for the 2017 training              
season. 

 



 

● It was also proposed that the EC prepare an itemized budget expenditure            
recommendation (for supplies and equipment prior to 2017 outdoor training season). 

● In preparation for the upcoming season, EC members are requested to send Jacob             
Zeuske training topic ideas (big-ticket topics as well as lunch discussion topics). Topics             
that were initially discussed included another canine first aid presentation, small game            
hunting with a versatile dog, a waterfowl hunting simulation, and a joint half-day or full               
day with a local retriever club to cross-train. 

● The trailer is still in need of new tires/wheels. 

 
Learn to Hunt with Dogs Program 
Emily Iehl introduced a draft curriculum for a Learn to Hunt for Food with Dogs program. The                 
curriculum is based on the DNR’s Learn To Hunt Deer programs. A number of the EC members                 
indicated interest in assisting on one or more days. Emily will continue development and seek               
volunteer assistance when ready. 
 
Hunters Care Workdays 
It was proposed that WRC seek to plan one or more workdays at the Mazomanie training                
grounds. Workdays could be planned on our own, or in concert with one or more of the other                  
dog clubs that make use of the grounds. The EC was generally in favor of giving back & doing                   
work to improve the grounds.  
 
Chapter Bylaws (Elections, Etc.) 
Ballots for officer positions were discussed. According to the WRC bylaws, ballots must             
currently be mailed or submitted in paper form. The bylaws would need to be amended in order                 
to change the balloting procedure to allow for an electronic option. The EC was supportive of a                 
future initiative to amend the WRC bylaws. 
 
It was further noted that there were no official nominees for Chapter Vice President.              
Subsequently, a slate of three nominees was proposed by members of the EC (Peter Fisk, Scott                
Frasier and Rachelle Frasier). The EC discussed the slate of candidates. Peter Fisk accepted              
nomination for Chapter Vice President & will be indicated on a future ballot. 
 
It was proposed that a date be set for the 2018 annual meeting as soon as possible (at the                   
February 19th Annual Meeting would be ideal). 
 
Testing Recap 
The chapter received positive reviews from the assigned judges for both scheduled test             
weekends. The canopy supplied by A. Zeches was key on the hot days. It was generally felt by                  
the EC that we could improve the level of coordination on test days.  
 
It was suggested that the chapter can develop a “test day” map and set of procedures for the                  
judges. These materials could then be used to brief the judges on how the grounds and waters                 

 
 



 

are best set-up for the various components of the tests. Ideally, this will help reduce the amount                 
of time spent by the judges in improvising each test segment before dogs/handlers start              
running. The EC supported this idea. 
 
Business Cards 
The EC discussed having some basic business cards printed for the chapter, to be used for                
outreach & recruiting new chapter members. This would be a trivial project - Rachelle agreed to                
have an initial run of 250-500 printed. 
 
Facebook 
Facebook marketing was re-capped. Members are encouraged to post cool stuff related to             
hunting dogs on the chapter’s facebook page. Additional admins would be added. 
 
Mazomanie Grounds Meeting 
The EC was asked for priority suggestions for 2017. The EC wished to thank the DNR for                 
everything they do to support the various dog clubs in the area. The EC also wanted to prioritize                  
new pond work. WRC would consider opportunities to raise funds for solo pond work, or to                
partner with one of the other clubs to fund major work projects. Specific project ideas are                
desired.  
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
-Steve Ohs 

 
 


